
 
Community Schools 

 
For many years, Beaver River has been a hub for our community.  In rural 
communities such as ours, we must rely on one another to be able to meet 
needs.   From community organizations and county services, we have consist-
ently been able to provide not only the best education for our students but also 
a supportive environment where they feel safe and cared for.  We have been a 
community school. 
 
“Community Schools” is a term that is in vogue for the past couple of years.  
Even the state has provided “set-aside” aid to develop community schools pro-
grams.  Local organizations are realizing that every family in our community 
has some connection to a school district.  In some cases, it may be the only 
consistent environment in a student’s life.  Our mission is to provide opportuni-
ties for students to reach their maximum potential in all areas of life and learn-
ing for now and their future.  In order to do that we not only need to continue to 
provide a rigorous academic curriculum, but also provide an environment for 
them to learn the skills to handle multiple challenges that come their way. 
 
Our approach to being a community school continues to be a balanced ap-
proach.  In order for students to learn, they must be in a safe environment.  Not 
only the physical environment provides this through safety and security, but 
also the atmosphere of a caring school district must be available.  When stu-
dents are in need they should have access to multiple services that can help 
them with that need.  Our various committees and work groups continually look 
at ways to improve the environment of our school district. 
 
Lastly, a school district is a reflection of the community as a whole.  I believe 
our community continues to look to how they may serve one another.  This ser-
vice may come at a time in need, or on a daily basis.  The reflection of our car-
ing staff and students makes it clear that our community together is much 
stronger than any single entity.  Thank you for all of your support for our school 
district. 

 
Capital Project Update 

 
We have been meeting with our architects and staff stakeholders to develop 
the spaces that will be constructed starting in the summer of 2020.  The design 
phase is moving along well and have nearly completed the concept phase.  We 
are right on target with our timeline.  As a reminder, here is our timeline: 
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We will hold a Community Capital Project Committee meeting to share our progress and ask for any 
input on February 28, 2019, at 6:00 PM in the large study hall room.  Please contact the district office 
if you plan to attend. 
 

PeachJar – Digital Fliers 
 
Across our BOCES districts have begun to use a digital flier service.  We often get requests from out-
side organizations to send out fliers for events.  We now have the capability to do this digitally.  This 
will allow organizations to sign up for an account and submit fliers to be approved by the district.  In 
some cases, there would be a cost for the service, which is essentially much lower than making multi-
ple paper copies commercially.  The fee is paid directly to PeachJar for their systems to maintain the 
software.   
 
In addition, our calendars and other information fliers for our district will be able to be sent digitally.  
Implementation of this program will be through the winter so in the spring we may be able to use this 
service.  Peachjar does not cost the district after the initial setup.  As an example, Rome City Schools 
has been using this service for some time.  You can view some examples here: https://
app.peachjar.com/flyers/all/districts/32521/  
 
Sincerely,  

 
 
 
 

Todd Green, Superintendent of Schools 
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Kindergarten and Pre-K Registration 

The Beaver River Central School District has announced its dates for kindergarten registration and 
the application deadline for universal pre-kindergarten registration.   
 
All students who turn 4 years old by December 1, 2019 are eligible.  The school will provide trans-
portation to and from school for students who are 4 years old.  The morning program will run from 
8:15 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.  The afternoon program will run from 12:30 p.m. to 3:15 p.m. 
 
If more students register for the universal pre-kindergarten program than there are spaces availa-
ble, selection is based on the order in which all paperwork is received.  Registration packets are 
available now. 
 
All students who turn 5 years old by December 1, 2019 are 
eligible to begin kindergarten in September.  Kindergarten 
registration is scheduled for March 28 & 29, 2019.  Regis-
tration packets and appointment letters will be mailed in 
April. 
 
To be sure that your child receives a universal pre-
kindergarten or kindergarten registration packet, 
please contact Sheila Neddo in the Elementary Office at 
315-346-1211 ext. 510. 
 
 

https://app.peachjar.com/flyers/all/districts/32521/
https://app.peachjar.com/flyers/all/districts/32521/


Dear Elementary Parents/Guardians: 
 

The elementary faculty and staff participated in a Superintendent’s Day on January 28, 2019, to 
gain perspective of what barriers exist for students who may live in poverty on a daily basis.  At 
BRCS we have identified a need to help support students who live in poverty because the num-
ber of students has increased over the last five years.  The reasons include, but are not limited 
to, lack of economic growth locally, opioid addictions, and/or incarceration of parents.   
 

Over the last three years, we have increased the number of counseling services that the school 
district provides for our students.  However, this is just not enough to engage students in learn-
ing.  As faculty and staff, we are trying to learn what the best practices are that can help every 
child not just the ones who live in poverty or who have experienced trauma.   
 

One instructional practice is to ask students to move more during a lesson.  Instead of the tradi-
tional lecture-style classes, we are retraining everyone that small moments of movement allow 
a student’s brain to engage and therefore make the learning more meaningful to them.  An ex-
ample of movement in an elementary classroom is standing up if you know the correct answer, 
stretch breaks during the middle of or at the end of one chunk of a task, or stand up and go talk 
to someone about the question.   
 

Upcoming ES Activities: 
February 13, 2019 100

th
 day of school (dependent upon snow days) 

February 14, 2019 Valentine’s Day Party 
March 2, 2019 Odyssey  of the Mind regional competition in Watertown 
March 15, 2019 Superintendent’s Day  
March 16, 2019 Home and School Winter Carnival and ES concert 
 

 

Sincerely, 
 

 

 

Dr. Lyman-Wright, 
Elementary Principal 

klwright@brcsd.org      
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Pre-K News 
 
Winter continues to be a busy time in PreK! In 
November, we had a busy month learning about 
apples and pumpkins. We tasted different col-
ored apples and graphed which color we liked 
the best. December was a lot of fun as we cele-
brated Christmas with reading different Christ-
mas stories and had our annual book exchange. 
Every student got to take home two brand new 
books! In January, we learned about all things 
winter with winter themed read a louds, special 

snacks, and fun winter crafts. In February, we 
will celebrate Valentine’s Day with an ice cream 
sundae celebration and exchange valentines. 
We will wrap up March by 
doing a study of Dr. Seuss 
and learning about the dif-
ferent symbols and tradi-
tions associated with St. 
Patrick’s Day. It’s hard to 
believe how close we are to 
being Kindergarteners! 



                          Kindergarten News Page 4 

Kindergarten has been very busy since the new year.   This is the time of year when reading and writing 
begin to really take off.  We encourage parents to continue to work on sight words and read together eve-
ry night.  Foster their love of reading to create a life-long love of reading. 
 
We have some fun and exciting things planned for the months of March and April including units on grow-
ing and planting, the rainforest and recycling.  These units are full of hands on discovery for the students.  
We also look forward to our Spring parent conferences.   

First Grade News 
 

February in first grade will include a lot of celebrations!  We will celebrate both the 100th 
Day of School (and the fact that our students are 100 days smarter!) and Valentine’s 
Day.  Please look for information from your child’s teacher about upcoming celebrations 
and ways to volunteer in the classroom this month. 
 
First grade is not all about play, though.  As we learn more phonics and spelling rules, 
we will also learn about shadows, character education and presidents.  In math, we will continue to ex-
pand our math facts, master how to tell time to the hour and eventually to the half hour.   
 
March will take us into our study of animal classifications.  We will learn the five classes of vertebrates and 
students will be able to identify what characteristics each animal group possess.  We will finish out the 
month of March as we learn about families.  We will discuss how families are different and what makes 
family so important.  
 
In phonics, we will continue to learn new things.  In February, we will learn about root words and endings, 
including the –ed ending.  In March, we will learn the Magic –e rule.  Magic –e is when you find “e” at the 
end of a word.  We will learn the “e” has special power to jump a consonant and make the vowel say its 
name.  Then we will finish up the month with the ph digraph and begin our unit on vowel teams.  These 
new rules should make a huge difference in our reading skills. 
 
The first grade team would like to “thank” all our parents for their continued support this year with our 
class parties, activities, and needed supplies. We appreciate all of your help to make our curriculum suc-
cessful.  

Second Grade News 
 

Science has been filled with experiments and interactions. The second grade Interactions Fair was also a 
great success!  Our second grade classes performed their experiments for their third grade friends.  The 
students thoroughly enjoyed the experience as they learned about and conducted simple interactions. 
 
In math, we continue to work on skills including adding and subtracting two and three digits, with and with-
out regrouping (carrying and borrowing). Please encourage your child to continue practicing their addition 
and subtraction facts.  
 
Heroes will be the social studies theme in February.  The students will read and learn about Martin Luther 
King, Jr., Ruby Bridges and other heroes who have lived extraordinary lives.  
 
Our next big adventure this month will be our Flat Stanley unit.  Stay tuned to see where Flat Stanley’s 
travels will take him this year! 
 
In March, we will study Westward Expansion and Cycles of Nature.  It will be a great month for both sci-
ence and social studies. 
 
The children continue to work on cursive handwriting.  They have found that writing in cursive takes a little 
more effort and concentration.  Any extra practice at home would be greatly appreciated.   



The students have worked hard on many ELA units including text features and recently main idea, 
one skill we will see come around often.  We will continue to work very hard on all of our reading 
and writing skills and prepare now to be successful third graders.  Be sure to continue to read 25 
books this year and some students have already met the 25 book goal.  If they have met the goal, 
they are now working on their own personal goal for the remainder of the year.   
 
In math, they have worked very hard on multiple step word problems. The steps that students take 
to answer the word problems are: #1. read the problem two times #2. underline important numbers 
and #3. underline the question. At times the word problems are two and three steps long with addi-
tion, subtraction, multiplication or division. The third graders are so proud of themselves on how 
well they are doing with these math problems.  
 
The third grade team  has noticed the transition from second to third grade as students have 
learned to become more responsible.  In third grade we recognize that “responsibility” is a very 
large part of our daily routines. The students have shown progress this year by being responsible 
with: bringing their planner back and forth, studying for quizzes, practicing multiplication, reading 
chapter books each month, and completing nightly homework.   Our third graders are moving into 
the right direction towards their fourth grade careers. 

 
Students enjoyed their holiday activities in reading and math.  Students wrote various holiday 
stories, including their thankful stories and Christmas opinion pieces.  Students were creative in 
proving their opinion using evidence.  Students have practiced using text evidence to support 
claims throughout reading and writing assignments.  Throughout their rich ELA conversations, 
students revealed a variety of strategies such as inferring, summarizing, making connections, 
character analysis, determining theme and more.  In some classes students were able to inves-
tigate and complete an Early Explorer Project to share with classmates.  We encourage stu-
dents to continue to read a book of their choice each night.  The more you read, the better you 
will become! 
 

 In math, students have studied fractions and operations with fractions.  Students know how to 
find factors, multiples, equivalent fractions, mixed numbers, improper fractions, and more!  Stu-
dents created models and visuals to show their understanding of fractions.  Next, students will 
learn more about fractions and decimals using various hands-on activities.  We want to encour-
age students to continue to study multiplication facts, as it will help them become fluent with 
their math skills across all math units of study.   
 

For our latest unit in social studies, students studied the English Colony and what it was like in 
Colonial New York.  Students learned about the many Dutch influences still evident today!  
Many students investigated and became experts on one colonial job of their choice!  In our next 
unit, students will learn the important role New 
York had during the American Revolution.    

 
In science, students recently wrapped up a unit 
on ecosystems.  Next up Fourth Grade Scien-
tists will discover the “Properties of Matter”.  In 
this chapter students will discover what the 
three most common phases of matter are on 
earth, what phase change is, and what causes 
matter to change phases. Some of the hands 
on learning activities will involve measuring 
matter’s mass and volume using balance 
scales. We will also make a few different kinds 
of Goop to GO!   
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We are starting off the New Year with new 
challenges.  The Health and Wellness Commit-
tee is embarking on a Community Garden.  Alt-
hough we are just getting ourselves off the 
ground, this long term plan is hoping to reap 
future rewards.   
 
The faculty is working through the training of 
computer based testing for grades 3-8.  We are 
going to implement this gradually.  The faculty 
is also continuing our work on student centered 
learning and twenty first century skills.   
 
 The induction of the 2019 Junior Honor Socie-
ty was held on January 23

rd
.  There were six-

teen students inducted this year.  The guest 
speaker was Kaitlyn Metzler, who is a senior 
this year at Beaver River and is the President 
of the High School National Honor Society.  
The Junior Honor Society looks forward to a 
productive year! 
 
As I am writing this, the weather outside is 
frightful and FREEZING!  So, typing this news 
should warm things up…….our sixth graders 
are finishing their KINDNESS projects that they 
created and developed through their Enrich-
ment class.  These projects were to benefit 
several different community organizations and 
families in Lewis County.  One project was for 
a “pie in the face”.  The teacher/faculty mem-
ber with the most money in their bucket, got a 
“pie in the face.”  Winners were Mrs. Marriot, 
Mrs. Boliver, and myself!  Great fun was had 
by all! 

Sincerely,  

 
Christine LaBare 
Middle School Principal 

    Middle School Principal 
New Courses in Middle School 

 
Many parents have been asking about the new cours-
es appearing on report cards. Here is a brief synopsis 
of some of this coursework:  
 
Career and Technical Education (CTE) 7-1  
This course is taught by Mrs. Remington-Smith 
(Business Dept.) and Mr. Bush (Technology). This half
-year course will allow students to spend 10 weeks 
working toward mastery of keyboarding skills and 
learning how to use Google software to produce pro-
jects and written assignments. In addition, students 
will complete 5 weeks of material processing 
(woodworking) with Mr. Bush, followed by 5 weeks of 
LEGO Robotics.   
 
Career and Technical Education (CTE) 7-2: 
The second half of the year, students will engage in 
skillsets taught by Mrs. Birchenough (Family and Con-
sumer Science), and Ms. Taylor (Agriculture.) With 
Ms. Taylor they will spend ten weeks conducting re-
search about where food comes from and investigat-
ing four types of farming: sustainable, organic, family 
and factory farming. These experiences will culminate 
in a “Farm to Fork” project to research questions about 
food production, processing, and distribution. In Fami-
ly and Consumer Science with Mrs. Birchenough, stu-
dents will be learning basic cooking skills, including 
identification of kitchen paraphernalia, kitchen safety, 
and measuring in a culinary setting.  
 
Career and Technical Education (CTE) 8: 
This course is taught exclusively by Mrs. Remington 
Smith in the Business Department as a half year 
course. The primary objective of this class is to en-
gage in career exploration using information about 
personal skills, aptitudes, abilities, and interests to find 
new and exciting career paths. Students will also gain 
real world financial literacy skills including: how to ap-
ply for a checking account, using checks and debit 
cards, and understanding credit. Additionally, students 
will build soft skills for future career success including 
participation in a mock interview, creating a letter of 
interest and resume for a potential career, and build-
ing personal communication skills.  
 
Media Literacy 6: 
Media Literacy is a new course this year for 6

th
 grade 

students, taught by Ms. Thisse, Mr. Zehr, and Mrs. 
White. The goal of this course is to enrich the reading 
of students through various sources of media including 
books, magazines, newspapers, internet sources, so-
cial media, television, and artificial intelligence. This 
broad view of media integrates 21

st
 century sources 

that will strategically aid students in navigating our ev-
er changing literacy landscape.  
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As much as moving to middle school is a 
change for students, it is also a big change for 
parents. This transition is marked by the new 
expectation of student independence. Though 
sometimes overwhelming at first, requiring stu-
dents to begin taking more ownership over his/
her learning is an important part of helping them 
learn and grow.  In elementary school, students 
and parents alike, are used to having one point 
of contact for information about academic pro-
gress and behavioral expectations. Middle 
school means there are many teachers in one 
students’ day, thus dissemination of information 
looks different. Here is how to stay connected 
with your child’s education at the intermediate 
level.  

 
 

Parent Portal is an online tool that allows you, 
the parent, to monitor your child’s grades on 
each assignments. Teachers usually update 
grades on a weekly basis. Because of the vol-
ume of students at each grade level, middle 
school teachers do not send daily or weekly 
information to parents about student pro-
gress. Instead, they upload it to your stu-
dents’ profile on Parent Portal so that you may 
view it at any time. There is also a user guide 
available to help you navigate 
the portal once you have logged 
in.  
 
To access Parent Portal, you 
can fill out a form in the Guid-
ance Office to get a username and password 
activated. This information will be sent to you 

Every five weeks you will be mailed a student 
progress report; one in the middle and end of 
each quarter. This will give you an idea of your 
students’ academic average in each subject.  If 
your student is not meeting academic expecta-

tions, you are welcome to contact an 
individual teacher or set up a meeting 
with core teachers.  

If you are using Parent Portal and 
you are concerned about grades, you 
are encouraged to email or call the 
teacher of that subject directly. That 
teacher may provide insights to help 

you have a conversation with your student about 
your concerns.  
 
If, after talking with individual teachers, your con-
cerns continue to grow about your students’ 
OVERALL progress, you are welcome to set up a 
meeting with the core subject teachers. If you feel 
a meeting is needed, 6th Grade Teachers will all 
be available to meet by appointment, at 8:30am. 
Seventh/Eighth Grade teachers can meet at the 
common time of 12pm. You can call Mrs. Monnat 
in the Guidance Office (315-346-1211 ext. 542) to 
arrange a meeting.  
 
On occasion, the core subject teachers will be 
concerned about a student and reach out to the 
Guidance Office to set up a meeting with parents. 
Mrs. Monnat will arrange a meeting, if teachers 
feel it is necessary, to give more feedback than 
progress reports can provide.  

What is a parent to do when your student tells you 
that there is “no homework tonight?” How about 
we give you a tool to help!? All core subject teach-
ers will be utilizing a common website to post 
weekly assignments. This will allow you to access 
daily assignments and check in 
with your student about home-
work progress. Working togeth-
er with parents is an important 
part of students success.  
brcsd.org/homework  
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Mr. Daniel Rains, High School 
Principal 

 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
It’s hard to believe that the holiday season has 
passed and we are well into the new year! Allow 
me to highlight some of the exciting things that I 
have seen students and teachers organize and 
participate in during the past couple of months. 
 
 The FFA attended National Convention dur-

ing the week of October 22-26. On the way, 
they toured a New Holland plant in Lancaster 
PA, visited an animal market, and toured the 
vet school at Ohio State. While in Indiana, 
the environmental science team competed; 
this was their first time competing at the Na-
tional Level. Two of our students ranked sil-
ver, and two ranked bronze. More recently, 
the FFA hosted a regional soil judging ban-
quet here, with four area schools attending. 

 
 Students performed the musical Oklahoma 

on November 1-3. All the students involved 
did an outstanding job! 

 
 Boys Cross Country ran extremely well at the 

state meet held at Kings Park on Saturday, 
November 10, bringing home Beaver River’s 
17th state title. 

 
 The Choraleers recorded a couple of songs 

at the PBS studio in Watertown on Thursday, 
November 15. Their performance was broad-
cast during the month of December. 

 
 The National Honor Society inducted new 

members on Tuesday, November 20, during 
a ceremony held in the auditorium. Under the 
direction of Mrs. Marolf, the NHS officers and 
senior members organized a great ceremo-
ny. Samantha Hawksley (class of 2012) was 
the keynote speaker. 

 
 The band and chorus students put on a won-

derful show at the High School Christmas 
Concert on December 11.     

 
 Many of our students attended workforce 

2020 in December, where they were able to 
meet with different prospective employers 
and ask questions. 

 

 A few students and teachers are preparing for a 
trip to Costa Rica during our February break, 
where they will be snorkeling, taking a cooking 
class, visiting thermal springs, and and visiting 
places such as the Rincon de la Vieja National 
Park, Los Chiles, Cano Negro Wildlife Refuge, 
and La Fortuna waterfall. 

 
As I visit classrooms and attend different events, I 
continue to be amazed by the students and the 
teachers we have here at Beaver River and all they 
do. Thank you for your support of education in our 
community. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 

Daniel Rains 
High School Principal 
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Even if you don’t want to participate in 
the Free and Reduced lunch program a 
form that shows that your family may qual-
ify could help the district as a whole.  NYS 
uses the percentage of students that qualify 
for Free and Reduced Lunch as a way to 
calculate state aid.  This in the long run re-
duces the tax liability of the district. 

Newsletter Information 
 

Please note that this newsletter com-
bines the months of December 2018–
March 2019.  There will be a full addi-
tion of the newsletter available at the 
end of March/beginning of April that 
will include all of our budget infor-
mation for the 2019-2020 school year. 



Page 9 

 

Each year FFA members and agriculture students 

in grades six through twelve have the opportunity 

to create balsam Christmas decorations in the agri-

culture room. Throughout the last week of Decem-

ber, students once again participated in this crea-

tive, seasonal activity. While centerpieces were the 

most common creation, students also had the op-

tion of assembling outdoor wreaths and swags. 

Once created, each decoration was accessorized 

with various bows, ribbons, pinecones, bulbs, and 

faux flowers to add a personal touch. Participating 

in this activity was a great way for students to 

make a decoration for their home or to give to 

friends, family and community members. Several 

students decided to gift centerpieces to the pre-k 

class and offices, spreading Christmas joy through-

out the building. Creating centerpieces is an activi-

ty that never fails to put students and staff mem-

bers in the Christmas spirit and is a tradition that 

will continue for years to come.  



 
                                                                        

  MIDDLE/HIGH SCHOOL COURSE MEETINGS 
      
Soon guidance counselors will be meeting individually with 

students to set up next year’s course schedules. To initiate the 
process, all of next year’s high school students will have the electives out-

lined to them for the next school year in their classes. Soon after that, students will 
have individual appointments with either Mr. Barrett or Mrs. Monnat.   
 
Parents are encouraged to be closely involved with this process. If you wish to participate in 
your student’s individual meeting, please call the Guidance Office to set up an appointment. 
At a minimum, parents should take some time to discuss the course of their child’s education 
with them. This should include courses chosen, educational goals and performance levels. 
Parents should feel comfortable calling their student’s guidance counselor with questions or 
comments at any time. E-mails are also welcome: Mr. Barrett (abarrett@brcsd.org) or Mrs. 
Monnat (emonnat@brcsd.org). 
 

FINANCIAL AID INFORMATION 
 

College Bound Seniors: If you plan on applying for federal or state 
financial aid, you will want to fill out and send in your FAFSA (Free 
Application for Federal Student Aid) form shortly after January 1. 
This must be done on line at www.FAFSA.ed.gov.  To do your fi-
nancial aid, you must get your FSA I.D. Do it now at fsaid.ed.gov 
as soon as possible. Your parents and you will both want one. 
 
BEWARE of ANY web sites that charge money for filling out the 
FAFSA. This process should be free. The best help and advice 
that can be found concerning college financial aid is also free. It is 
generously offered from college financial aid offices because it is 
in their best interest to help students pay their bills. 
 
If you have any questions, feel free to contact Mr. Barrett in the guidance office or your col-
lege’s financial aid office.  
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www.collegeboard.com  
The scholarship portion of this site provides a search for outside scholarships 
 
www.fafsa.ed.gov   
Electronic processing for the Free Application for Federal Student Aid 
 
www.ed.gov/offices/ope  
US Department of Education financial aid information 
 
www.finaid.org  
Financial aid informational page with excellent links to resources 
 
www.hesc.com                   
Higher Education Services Corporation (HESC) of New York State. -- Includes general infor-
mation about the Tuition Assistance Program (TAP) for New York State residents 
 
www.fastweb.com               
Outside scholarship search site 

SCHOLARSHIP  
INFORMATION 
 

 
Please visit the brcsd.org 
website for complete 
scholarship information. 
Click on the “High School 
Guidance” link, then on 
“Scholarship Information”. 
Feel free to call the Guid-
ance Office with questions.   

. 

 

 

HELPFUL FINANCIAL AID LINKS 

mailto:abarrett@brcsd.org
mailto:emonnat@brcsd.org
http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/
http://www.collegeboard.com
http://www.fafsa.ed.gov
http://www.ed.gov/offices/ope
http://www.finaid.org
http://www.hesc.com
http://www.fastweb.com


BOCES INFORMATIONAL PROGRAM AND VISITATION FOR SOPHOMORES 
 
Teachers from the Howard G. Sackett Technical Center in Glenfield (BOCES) will present 
an assembly in early December to introduce sophomores to the variety of programs availa-
ble to them next year.  In the beginning of January sophomores will have the opportunity to 
visit BOCES for a few hours to observe two programs that they may be interested in signing 
up for next year.  The BOCES programs available to students include Auto Body Repair, 
Automotive Technology, Building Projects, Carpentry, Cosmetology, Criminal Justice, Culi-
nary Arts, Early Childhood Education, Electrical Wiring, Environmental Conservation and 
Forestry, Gas & Diesel Mechanics, Medical Careers, Veterinary Practices, and Visual Com-
munications. During the upcoming counselor-student meetings, these students will have an 
opportunity to sign up for one of these programs for the following two years. Students 
should consider this opportunity carefully as it is a two-year time commitment.  
      
Only students who have visited BOCES to review a technical program will be allowed to at-
tend next year.   If your child misses the January trip, or wants to see another program, 
please contact Mr. Barrett as soon as possible so that special arrangements can be made 
for your child to travel to BOCES.   
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 ACT/SAT SCHEDULE 
      

The Scholastic Aptitude Test and American College Test are national examinations that are used for 
college admissions.  It is recommended that college bound juniors take the SAT I (on May 4 at Bea-
ver River Central School or June 1 at Watertown High School) and the ACT (on April 13 at Carthage 
High School or June 8 at Lowville Academy).  Please see your counselor for additional information. 
  
 Date Deadline 
 Test of Test for Registration  Location 
SAT I March 9 February 8   Watertown H.S. 
ACT April 13 March 8   Carthage H.S. 
SAT I May 4 April 5   Beaver River CS, Lowville A&CS 
     Watertown H.S. 
SAT II May 4 April 5   Beaver River CS, Lowville A&CS, 
     Watertown H.S. 
SAT I June 1 May 3   Watertown H.S. 
SAT II June 1 May 3   Watertown H.S. 

ATTENTION 17 AND 18 YEAR OLD MALE STUDENTS 
 
If you are not registered with Selective Service, you must do so within 30 days of turning 18. You 
must register.  This is not a school requirement, it’s the law.  If you fail to register it will affect your 
ability to receive Federal college loans and grants, and student aid in most states.  In addition, it will 
affect your ability to receive job training or to gain citizenship if you are a male immigrant seeking 
U.S. citizenship.  It will even curtail your opportunities to get many good jobs in the future.  Go on-
line at www.sss.gov  or fill out a registration card at any US Post Office.  See Mr. Barrett if you have 
any questions.   
 

WORKFORCE 20/20 
 
On November 14, seniors had the opportunity to attend a job fair, called Workforce 20/20 Investing 
in Our Future. The goal of Workforce 20/20 is to showcase the vocational opportunities available lo-
cally to the high school and college graduates of Jefferson and Lewis Counties. Over one hundred 
businesses were in attendance!  

http://www.sss.gov


                Christmas Concerts 
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ELEMENTARY/MIDDLE SCHOOL CONCERT 
 

Beaver River elementary and middle schools presented a combined Christmas Concert on Thursday, De-
cember 13.  
 
The concert began with Fifth Grade Chorale singing “Jingle Bell Sleigh Ride,” “Song of Peace,” “Gettin’ 
Ready for Santa Claus.”  Fifth Grade Band will present “Magnificent Five,” “Jing-A-Ling Bells” and 
“Gingerbread Men On Parade.”   
 
Sixth Grade Chorus sang “All on a Silent Night,” “Festive Processional,” “A Merry, Merry Christmas to 
You!” and “The Candy Cane Twist”.  Sixth Grade Band played “Tidings of Joy,” “The Little Drummer Boy” 
and “Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer.” 
 
The Seventh and Eighth Grade Chorus performed “On This Still, Silent Night,” and “The Polar Express: A 
Choral Medley.”  The Seventh and Eighth Grade Band will present “Abominable Snowman Chase,” 
“Holiday Celebration,” “Still, Still, Still!” and “Minka’s Sleigh Ride.” 

 
High  

School  
Christmas 
Concert  

Highlights 
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Eight Beaver River Central School musicians were selected to participate in the 2019 Winter Bi-County Mu-
sic Festival. High School musicians who represented Beaver River Central School in the High School Cho-
rus are Conrad Freed (bass), Allyson Lyndaker (alto), Jaymie Monnat (alto), Weston Schmitt (bass) and 
Natalie Streeter (soprano). Three sixth grade musicians selected for the 5th and 6th grade Band 
were; Joshua Bush on trumpet, along with Liana Holub and Abigail Eisel on clarinet.  

 
Approximately 200  musicians represented school districts throughout the Jefferson and Lewis coun-
ties.  Students were eligible to participate in this festival based on past accomplishments in music, including 
performances at NYSSMA Solo Festival.  

 
The middle school musicians learned four pieces of music in preparation for their first rehearsal with the 
rest of the eligible musicians on Tuesday, January 22. Miss Heather Harrison, Carthage Middle School, 
was the guest conductor for the band and rehearsed with the students for two days.  Unfortunately the 
event was canceled due to the weather. 

 
The high school musicians worked with Dr. Brian Stevens from Nazareth College.  The program was to in-
clude Jabula Jesu by Stephen Hatfield, Earth Song by Frank Tichelli, The Road Not Taken by Randall 
Thompson, O Love by Elaine Hagenberg and When Dreams Take Flight by Rollo Dillworth. 

High School Students: 
 
Front Row:   
Jaymie Monnat,   
Natalie Streeter 

 
Back Row:   
Allyson Lyndaker,  
Weston Schmitt, and  
Conrad Freed 

 
 
 
 
Middle School Students: 
 

Joshua Bush, Liana Holub and 
Abigail Eisel 
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The following students were inducted into the Junior Honor Society on 
Wednesday, January 23, 2019.  Guest speaker for the ceremony was 
Kaitlyn Metzler,   President of the LaVerne A. Norton National Hon-
or Society.  All of the students inducted into the Junior Honor Society 
uphold the following pledge:   

 
I pledge to uphold the ideals of  

Scholarship, Leadership, Service and Character 
I will be an academic example 

By maintaining a strong academic average. 
I will be a leader 
among my peers 

and look for opportunities 
to lead when needed. 

I will present service to others 
Within my school community. 
And I will always remember 

My obligation to behave honorable,                                 
                                 Generously, and responsibly. 
 
Newly Inducted members are:  
Lauren Batuyong, Kennedy Becker, Owen Beller, Andrew Chartarnd, Elena Dickinson, Na-
talie Dickinson, Kristen Evan, Kendra Lehman, Jasmine Martin, Rori Mattis,  Micah Olmstead, 
Naomi Roggie, Paige Roggie,  Landon Rice, Loryn Schack,  and Derrick Zehr. 
 



 
On Tuesday, November 20, 2018, the LaVerne A. Norton Chapter of the National Honor Socie-
ty inducted 21 students. The new inductees were welcomed to the society by present mem-
bers, guest speaker Ms. Samantha Hawksley and High School Principal Mr. Daniel Rains. Mu-
sic for the induction ceremony was provided by the Brass Ensemble under the direction of Mr. 
Matthew McGrath. 
  
The newly inducted members are: 
Jessica Boliver, daughter of Mr. Scott Boliver and Ms. Tonya Boliver  
Makenna Boliver, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Michael Boliver  
Cassidy Burns, daughter of Mr. James Burns and Ms. Deborah VanAlstine 
Kaitlyn Burns, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Frank Burns 
Masen Bush, son of Mr. and Mrs. Mark Bush 
Candice Cardinal, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Cardinal 
Brandon Chartrand, son of Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Chartrand 
Jacob Dicob, son of Mr. and Mrs. Ricky Dicob 
Juleanna Duell, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. David Duell  
Alexis Kloster, daughter of Mr. Joel Kloster and Ms. Lynn Cole 
Paige Kloster, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Gregg Kloster 
Allyson Lyndaker, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Lyndaker  
McKenna Mahoney, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. William Mahoney  
Hope McIntosh, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Jason McIntosh 
Jaymie Monnat, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Shane Monnat 
Natalie Monnat, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Gilbert Monnat II 
Taylor Moser, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Jason Cherry and the late Lawson Moser  
Cameron Murphy, son of Mr. John Murphy III and Mrs. Deborah Haldeman-Murphy 
Heather Puddington, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Puddington  
Caitlynn Woodward, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Woodward  
Alanna Zehr, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Roger Zehr 
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Enrollment is easy! 
 
Go to: MySchoolBucks.com and register for a free 
account. 
 You will receive a confirmation email with a link to 

activate your account. 
   Add your students  
   using their school    
   name and student ID. 
 Make a payment to your students’ accounts with 

your credit/debit card or electronic check. 
 A program payment fee will apply.  You will 

have the opportunity to review any fees and can-
cel if you choose, before you are charged.   

 
If you have any questions, contact MySchoolBucks 
directly:  1-855-832-5226 or visit MySchool-
Bucks.com and click on Help/FAQ’s 
 

To Parents and Guardians, 
 
BEAVER RIVER CENTRAL is excited to offer 
MySchoolBucks®! This online payment service pro-
vides a quick and easy way to add money to your stu-
dent’s meal account using a credit/debit card or electronic 
check. 
 
You can also view recent purchases, check balances, and 
set-up low balance alerts for FREE!  
 
MySchoolBucks provides: 

 Convenience - Available 24/7 on the web or  with 
the Mobile App for your iPhone, Android or Win-
dows phone! 

 Efficiency - Make payments for all your students, 
even if they attend different schools within the dis-
trict.  Eliminate the need for your students to take 
money to school. 

 Control - Set low balance alerts, view account ac-
tivity, recurring/automatic payments & more! 

 Flexibility - Make payments using credit/debit cards 
and electronic checks. 

 Security – MySchoolBucks adheres to the highest 
security standards, including PCI and CISP. 
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1 $22,459 1,872 936 864 432 

2 $30,451 2,538 1,269 1,172 586 

3 $38,443 3,204 1,602 1,479 740 

4 $46,435 3,870 1,935 1,786 893 

5 $54,427 4,536 2,268 2,094 1,047 

6 $62,419 5,202 2,601 2,401 1,201 

7 $70,411 5,868 2,934 2,709 1,355 

8 $78,403 6,534 3,267 3,016 1,508 

Each 
Add’l 
person 
add 

+$7,992 + 666    + 333 +308 + 154 

2018 - 2019 FREE AND REDUCED PRICE MEALS 
 
The following chart lists income levels according to house-
hold size and income received yearly, monthly or weekly. 
If your total household income is the same or less than the 
amount on the chart below, your children can get reduced 
price meals. You will be notified if you are eligible for free 
meals based on income. 

 
2018 – 2019  INCOME ELIGIBILITY GUIDELINES 

FOR FREE AND REDUCED PRICE MEALS 
 

REDUCED PRICE ELIGIBILITY INCOME CHART 
 

House                                    2x per Every 2        
Size         Annual     Month       Month      Weeks     Weekly 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If your income is at or below the scale shown above, you 
are urged to apply for meal benefits.  You may do so by 
calling the school at 346-1211 and ask for Mr. Dave  
Thoma, ext. 561.  You may also complete an application 
in person by coming to the school.  If you have any ques-
tions about income eligibility or would like information re-
garding the breakfast or lunch programs, please call Mr. 
Thoma at 346-1211, ext. 561.   
 
If you do not qualify now but expect a change in in-
come or family size, you may complete an application 
anytime throughout the year.   

 
 

ONLINE PAYMENT OPTION 
MY SCHOOL BUCKS 

 
Credit card payments could take up to 24 hours. 

Debit Cards could take up to 2 -3 business days to clear. 
 

Please take this time into consideration 
if your children’s balance gets low. 

 
YOU CAN GET YOUR CHILD’S ID NUMBER BY  

CALLING 346-1211  EXT: 560 
 

Don’t forget to add MY SCHOOL BUCKS app to your 
phone  www.MySchoolBucks.com 

 
 

http://www.MySchoolBucks.com
http://www.MySchoolBucks.com
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Every school district does everything possible to keep students safe.  Parents and school 
staff want each and every student to be safe, secure, and successful each and every 
day.  Even once students cross the stage at graduation, parents and staff continue their 
concern for each child.  One area of safety that is growing more challenging to assess is 
drug use.  There are an inordinate amount of products that help students hide their drug 
use.   
 

After recently attending a conference entitled, “High in Plain Sight,” presented by Officer Jermaine Gallo-
way, it is imperative to share the information. I have attended his presentations 5 times and each time 
there is a abundance of information. New drugs, new stash containers, and it feels like 
the drug industry is always a step ahead of us.     

 
 
Shown in this article are just a few of the brands that promote drug 
use.  Have you ever seen a bear logo; seems harmless enough, 
right?  Wrong.  The bear represents that there is a stash pocket un-
der the Velcro bear.  Same for the crown symbols. 
 
Most people are familiar with seeing 420 and understand its connotation, but how 
about an oil rig or 710 (oil upside down)?  Both of those symbols are used to identify 

marijuana oil use; this is an extremely dangerous concentrate of marijuana that is extracted from the ma-
rijuana plant and can potentially provide 90% THC.  Many young people are dying from overdoses be-
cause they think it is, “only marijuana.”  
 
Some street terms to be aware of: 
Trap lord = weed dealer 
Trap= Drug 
Whippin work or water work = cooking or making crack 
Shorties =  Young drug dealers 
Kush = Sweeter smelling more potent strain of pot 
Plug =  Drug dealer 
Cookies =  Drug ref 
Dtsab =  down to smoke a bowl or blunt 
Wm =  weed map 
 
Many adults are unaware that their child is using drugs because it is hidden so well.  
Don’t be afraid to check your child’s ball cap to see if there is a hidden pocket on the 
inside of the brim.  Check the tongue of their sneakers because some companies are 
putting a hidden pouch there for which drug users take advantage.  Think that it is 
odd that your child seems to carry around the same unopened can of soda?  Take a 
look.  Maybe it isn’t really soda; maybe it is a secret compartment.  Manufacturers 
use all different kinds of drink bottles, clothing, cell phone cases, and even bouncy 
balls to provide places for drugs to be stored and hidden. 
 
Please remain vigilant over your child.  We want all of our children safe.  

Youth Advocates:  Ms. Riley and Mrs. Hutton 
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